CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

FOR ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 7 APRIL 2010

The year 2009/10 started with mixed blessings.  Cllr Philip Wilson resigned as Chairman after many, many years at the helm but, fortunately, he agreed to remain as a Parish Councillor until May 2011.  I cannot over emphasise  the immense benefit the village has derived from his Chairmanship over the years and our thanks to him as a Council for his leadership.

In May 2009, two Councillors and the Clerk were fortunate enough to attend a Common Land and Village Greens Seminar on a pilot scheme, held by KCC and DEFRA.  It has long been recognized that there are anomalies in registration which have come about because of maps being of too small a scale and also problems arising because most of the laws pertaining to Village Greens and Common Land are from Victorian times.  Whereas the Commons Act 2006 has come a long way in addressing some issues, it has by no means gone far enough to clarify some of the problems associated with our modern living and land being controlled under the Commons Law Act of 1876.
The pilot scheme, and new legislation, has enabled the Parish Council to update the registers to reflect past events not recorded and the new legislation also allows us to correct errors and mistakes. In order to protect the land we own, the Parish Council, but particularly the Clerk, has researched under what Power and Registration the land is held.  This has required an extensive search through our archives and the Parish Council owes a great vote of thanks to the Clerk for the comprehensive and detailed research and presentation to the Council.
Due to changes in regulations, it is now not possible to have a Tree Warden who is not professionally qualified.  The Parish Council would like to thank Mrs Patricia Richardson for the voluntary time given over the years as our Tree Warden, and for her invaluable advice.  The Parish Council, with Mrs Richardson, did manage a walk though the village last spring and the Councillors were impressed with the cheerful and blossoming state of the village trees, public spaces and private gardens.
The Parish Plan is now well on its way, thanks to the hard work by the Parish Plan Committee.  A questionnaire was distributed to identify how the Parishioners perceive their village and how they think the future of the village could be improved.  There was a 20% response, and after the data was analysed, an exhibition to view the results was held in July 2009.The Committee are now in a position to prepare a draft discussion document incorporating the views presented in the questionnaire.

The Parish Council would like the Parishioners to be aware of how invaluable voluntary work in the village has been in keeping their village ‘alive’.  I have already mentioned the Tree Warden and Parish Plan Committee with thanks for their work, but the Village Hall Committee who have put in a new kitchen over the winter, enhancing this facility which, hopefully, will be better supported by villagers; the Recreation Ground Committee who work tirelessly to keep the grounds in useable order, the play equipment in safe order and improving the pavilion facilities.  Without these volunteers the village facilities would not exist.
Whilst on the subject of volunteers, I would like to add my personal thanks to the Parish Councillors who, also give their time freely for the benefit of the smooth running of the village, and for the individual ways they help me

I would like to thank the Clerk for keeping the Parish Council business in good order, myself included; for the efficient way she acts as our Financial Officer; ensuring we always have an excellent audit report and especially for gladly taking on the arduous task of trawling through all of our parish records.
I would like to thank Mrs Sarah Hohler and Cllrs, Mr Matthew Balfour and Mrs Ann Kemp for their input and support. My thanks also to  PCSO Kim Hockley for being our visible presence.
Finally, being aware of the economic climate, the Parish Council, by prudent expenditure and careful budgeting, have managed to keep the precept  at the same level as 2009/10, whilst still keeping a healthy bank balance in order to obtain any expert or legal assistance that may be required to protect the village.
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