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ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7 December 2011 at 20:00hrs 
in the Pavilion, Park Road.

Present:- Cllr. Mrs. P. Garrett – Chairman, Cllrs. Mrs. M-F. Bailey, Mrs. M. Castle, 
  Mrs. A. Holmes, Mr MacDonald-Gay, Mr. A. Newby, Mr. P. Robinson,
  1 Member of public
126/11
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   
 Borough Cllr. Mr. M. Balfour, Borough Cllr. Mrs. A. Kemp, County Cllr. Sarah Hohler, 

PCSO Kim Hockey.
127/11]  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:

Cllr. Robinson expressed a prejudicial interest in item 135(b).
128/11
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:  
It was proposed that the Chairman sign the minutes as a correct record.  Agreed.

129/11
MATTERS ARISING:  
1) Co-option

The Chairman welcomed Mr. MacDonald-Gay to the meeting.   Mr. MacDonald-Gay signed the Written Undertaking document which was also signed by the Clerk.  Cllr MacDonald-Gay agreed to complete the Register of Members’ Personal Interests form and bring it to the next Parish Council Meeting for the Clerk to send to the Monitoring Officer at T&MBC.  A copy of the Model Code of Conduct was given to Cllr. MacDonald-Gay.  Action: Cllr. MacDonald-Gay.
2) Land Registry voluntary registration – Nothing new to report.
3) MR168/MR171  -  Nothing new to report.
4) Trees in the Village Competition 2011
It was noted that the Clerk has written to The Seekers Trust advising them that the judge has recommended that the ivy on some of the trees on their boundary should be cut back again.
5) QEII Fields in Trust Challenge

The query on Leasehold title has being addressed and a revised Non-Charitable Deed of Dedication which will dedicate the land at Addington recreation ground as a Queen Elizabeth II Field was presented for signature.  Cllr. Garrett and Cllr. Bailey signed both copies of the Deed and the appended Title Plans and this was witnessed by the Clerk.  The Clerk will return both copies of the Deed for it to be completed and sealed by the Fields in Trust.
6) Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations

Members discussed some ideas on how the village could celebrate this event.  It was agreed that it would be helpful if the Clerk prepared a leaflet/questionnaire to try and get some feedback from residents and to establish levels of support for these ideas.  The leaflet/questionnaire will be delivered by Members to all households and residents will be requested to send their comments to the Clerk.  It was proposed that a village celebration should take place on Saturday 2 June 2012.   The Clerk reported that The Angel Inn will be organising a series of events over the Jubilee weekend to include a jazz band and Morris dancers and BBQ.  The Clerk will also find out what celebrations are taking place in neighbouring villages.
7) Junction at Seven Mile Lane

Members were disappointed to learn of yet another accident at the junction of Seven Mile Lane with the A20 which happened on Tuesday 6 December 2011.  This follows a serious accident which took place in the same spot in October.  Members noted that the Clerk had received information from KCC stating that after the accident in October KCC had undertaken site meetings with Kent Police to try to improve highway safety.  As a result of these site meetings KCC have agreed to relocate existing signage at the junction to improve visibility for motorists accessing Seven Mile Lane from the A20.  These works should be carried out in December 2011.  It was noted that the junction was assessed by KCC a couple of years ago but the suggestion of putting in traffic lights at that time was put into abeyance because of the cost.  Members noted recent correspondence from Borough Councillors who also now feel that given these recent accidents further action should be taken.  Members however feel that putting in traffic lights at this junction could lead to huge delays and frustration at peak times and that other alternative measures should be considered.  It was therefore suggested and agreed that the Clerk should write to KCC and inform them that private land adjacent to the junction is for sale, which if purchased, could allow other safety measures such as a roundabout to be considered.
130/11
REPORTS:  
c) Kent Police – In her absence Cllr. Garrett read out a report from PCSO Kim Hockey.  It was noted that there had not been any relevant reports of crime in the parish during the last month.  PCSO Kim Hockey has attended East Street on a number of occasions over the last month and has spoken to a small group of people about leaving litter.  Since then there has not been any further complaints but PCSO Kim Hockey will continue to patrol the area to try and stop any future issues.  Cllr. Garrett also reported that recent speed checks had been carried out on the A20 and that PCSO Kim Hockey was trying to find out why these were carried out.
a) County Councillor – There was no report.
b) Borough Councillor – There was no report.  
131/11
FINANCE:
a) A statement as at 7 December was circulated:

Balances:

Current Account

£  2,278.59  





(unpresented cheque)

£     100.00                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         





Business Reserve

£29,534.15





National Savings

£23,991.02

Receipts:

T&MBC S136 2nd half-year
£2,206.00
b) Other matters: 
1] Annual Review of:

a) Standing Orders – Members agreed that the Clerk should alter the section on Annual Parish Council meetings so that the difference between this and an Annual Parish Meeting is clear. 

b) Financial Regulations - no changes.  

c) Statement of internal control – no changes.

d) Risk Management – The Clerk had circulated an updated copy of the Risk Control procedures for 2011/12.  A slight change of wording was suggested and agreed to the monitoring processes for PAYE.
e) Media Relations Policy – no changes.
2]  Revised Bank Mandate  –  A new Mandate for authorised signatures on the bank accounts was signed by all Members.  Cllr. Holmes and Cllr. MacDonald-Gay were each given a form to complete and take into the Bank along with the required identification for money laundering purposes.  Action: Cllrs. Holmes and MacDonald-Gay.
3] Letter to Bank to stop voucher service  - Members agreed that the requirement for the Bank to return all cleared cheques to the Clerk was no longer needed.  A letter requesting the cancellation of this chargeable service was signed by Cllr. Garrett and  Cllr.Bailey,
4] ] The cutting of the village greens for the year 2012/13 – The Clerk had obtained two quotes for the maintenance of the village greens for the year 2012/13.  It was agreed unanimously to accept the quotation from Marchant Garden Services for a total cost of £1,940.00.  It was noted that Members have been delighted with the quality of the work provided by Marchants for the past three years.
5] Village Green Quotes – The Clerk has received two quotes for installing new posts and repairing a few of the existing posts and one quote for repairs to the trackway.  The Clerk will continue to obtain further quotes which will be considered by Members at the next meeting.
6] Request for a donation from Tonbridge & Malling Crime Prevention Panel – refused.
c) Cheques for signature: 
Supplier


Description


Cheque 
Amount










Number

Mrs L S Goldsmith

(Salary)



1369

£   479.55


Mrs L S Goldsmith

(Expenses)


1370

£   117.46


Viking Direct


(Stationery)


1371

£    57.97


Arrowguard


(moles)



1372

£   144.00


St Margaret’s PCC

(S136 2nd  half year)

1373

£   619.20


Addington Rec Grd Comm
(S136 2nd half year)

1374

£   793.90


Addington Village Hall
(S136 2nd half year)


1375

£   793.90










Total

£ 3,005.98
Transfer from Reserve Account to Current  Account:
£900.00
The Chairman proposed that the cheques listed above be signed.  Agreed.
132/11
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:    
Cllr. Garrett had received a letter from a resident expressing views and concerns about the dangers motorists faced on the A20 as a result of transporters stopping on the A20 and delivering cars to BMW.  It was noted that correspondence recording these concerns has also been sent to T&MBC.
133/11
PLANNING:
a) Applications: 
1] TM/11/03064/FL – Unit A Endeavour Park, London Road, Addington, ME19 5PL
Installation of 21 Solar photovoltaic arrays to existing building’s roof. No OBJECTIONS.
2] TM/11/03085/LDE – Hernewell Farm, London Road, Addington, ME19 5DD
Use of land and buildings as a shop for the retail sale of goods. NO OBJECTIONS.

3] TM/11/03177/FL – Wychwood, Sandy Lane, Addington, ME19 5BX

Raising of existing roof to create additional first floor space with feature dormer style front windows.  NO OBJECTIONS 
b) Decisions:
1] TM/11/02400/FL – Land adjacent Sandy Lane, Addington
Erection of new chalet style dwelling house with associated access and on-site parking and turning facilities.  (Revised scheme approved under references TM/10/00302/FL & TM/10/02473/FL comprising insertion of dormer windows to eastern roof slope, amended driveway layout, omission of study and revised landscaping details including ground retention measures to rear). PERMISSION GRANTED.
2] TM/11/02585/FL – Lane Farm House, Mill House Lane, Addington, ME19 5BA

Upgrading works to external appearance of ancillary two storey building previously used as residential annex to make building appear more in keeping with the existing property.  PERMISSION GRANTED.
c) Other Matters:
1) TM/10/00938/FL – Big Motoring World, London Road, Addington  - It was noted that the retrospective planning applications for a totem pole advert (TM/11/02658/AT) and for the new vehicle preparation bay (TM/11/00669/FL) were being considered by T&MBC Planning Committee that evening.  The applications for the additional lighting and for the drainage are still incomplete. The Clerk has written to KCC requesting written confirmation that they are happy that the new advert will not cause any distraction to drivers and if an accident should occur that they accept liability.  A response has not yet been received. The Clerk will continue to monitor the situation.   

2) Land adjoining Park View, London Road


Members were informed that Planning Enforcement had advised the Clerk that they had now received the information required to validate planning application TM/11/00390/LDE for the Lawful Development Certificate and that the Parish Council would be consulted shortly.

3)  The Caravan, East Street, Addington  - Nothing to report.
4] Planning Enforcement investigation at 1 Heatherwood, East Street, Addington, ME19 5DE -
Members were informed that Planning Enforcement will be carrying out an investigation into an alleged unauthorised carport  at the property.
5] TM/10/02860 – Lane Farm House, Mill House Lane, ME19 5BA – Nothing to report.
6] Planning Enforcement investigation at 4 Stone Cottages, Addington Green, ME19 5BB – Members were informed that Planning Enforcement will be carrying out an investigation into alleged unauthorised work in the highway and for a decking area at the property
7]CPRE/KALC  Seminar feedback – attended by the Clerk on 1 December 2011 – The Clerk reported on a seminar recently attended on planning issues.
134/11
HIGHWAYS: 
a) Outstanding:- (as  7 December 20
1)
The Highways Steward is obtaining quotes for repairing the milestone, (new enquiry number 34311), and had requested information on the wording that used to be on it.  Cllr. Castle believed it used to say ‘To London 27 miles’.  The Clerk will pass this information on to the Highways Steward.
 2)
Overhanging vegetation from a property in Trottiscliffe Road – Members noted that KCC are in contact with the owners to get this work done.  If the work is not carried out soon KCC will issue a Notice requesting that the work is done.
 3)
Vegetation from Jet garage to Seven Mile Lane – enquiry still being investigated.
4)
Request for new salt bin in Park Road – It was noted that the new salt bin has been installed at the entrance to The Chestnuts.    

5)
Deadwood on trees in Trottiscliffe Road by golf course – work to reduce the crowns and remove deadwood has been completed.
6)   Hernewell Farm Shop – the large sign erected on the opposite side of the road has been removed.
7) 
St. Vincents Lane – a site visit has taken place.  The trees causing the damage to the road are thought to be privately owned and also to have TPOs.  KCC are investigating.
8)  ‘New Homes sign’ on Sandy Lane – KCC claim it has been removed.  Cllr. Castle to check.
9)
Blocked gulley on Trottiscliffe Road near to motorway bridge – still being investigated by KCC.

10)
The dropped curve in Plowenders needs to be reinstated – still being investigated by KCC.

b) New requiring attention
1)
Excess surface water on A20 by Kent Machinery – The Clerk has reported.
2)
Surface water running off the NE corner of BMW and taking soil from the verge across the path - The Clerk to report.
c) Other matters:  
1)
It was noted that PROW have replaced all of the rottern railway sleepers on the MR170 at East Street.  
2)
The Highways Steward has informed the Clerk that a request is being processed for the steel bollards outside the Jungle Cafe to be removed as these are on KCC Highway land.  Members expressed some concerns about this as before the posts were there cars and lorries used to park on the verge and obscure visibility at the crossroads.  It was suggested and agreed that if the steel posts are to be removed that KCC should put something in their place to stop cars and lorries parking there.  Cllr. Bailey expressed concerns about the number and size of signs at the crossroads and it was agreed that the Clerk should report all of these concerns and request an investigation.

3)
The Clerk reported that the display board at the entrance to the Clearway has been forced open and that the millennium map has been removed.  It was agreed that the Clerk should try and obtain a replacement map and if this is not possible consider what alternative maps could be put on the board.

4)
Members considered whether to put in a request for an interactive speed sign in Trottiscliffe Road.  Different locations were discussed but it was agreed not to pursue this at the moment.

135/11
REPORTS OF MEETINGS:   
a) Village Hall – Cllr. Robinson advised Members that work on the car park extension was nearing completion and that quotes were being obtained for the next project which is to enhance the front  and entrance area of the building.
b) Recreation Ground –   A letter from Keith Stone, Trustee and Treasurer of the Addington Recreation Ground Committee, had been circulated to all Members before the meeting.  The Committee have applied for a T&MBC Community Enhancement Fund (CEF) to raise funds to re-roof the 1979 section of the Pavilion and for additional security provisions.   The T&MBC CEF requires organisations to give evidence that they can secure matched funding from both their own resources and other community support funding streams.  The Committee have therefore asked the Parish Council for a donation of £2,000 towards this project.  Members discussed this proposal and agreed to make a donation of £2,000 from the current budget for 2011/12 using £1,000 of money set aside for a community project and a S137 donation of £1,000 also set aside for a community project.
c) Parish Partnership Panel – Cllr. Bailey reported on items discussed at the meeting held on 1 December 2011.  These included: a reminder about the digital switchover due to take place in April 2012; a report that T&MBC have appointed a consultant who has started carrying out a review of ward boundaries and the number of Councillors required; information on the fact that the public are being consulted on the KCC household waste recycling centre services which includes asking for views on introducing a permit scheme to use waste recycling centres; a report that Kent Police have released a new nationwide number, 101, for non-emergency calls; information on the fact that proposals to axe the mobile library scheme are being considered by KCC; a report that a review of the Licensing Act is also taking place.
136/11
PARISH PLAN: 
It was noted that the Clerk and Cllr. Robinson are working together on finalising the Parish Plan and hope to have the final document ready in time to be reported at the Annual Parish Meeting in 2012.
137/11
OPEN SPACES:  
1] Village Green

The moles are back and the Clerk has arranged for Arrowguard to make more visits.  KCC are investigating the costs of adding some wording to the only blank arm of the finger post on the triangle of village green by the Angel.
2] Trees on the recreation ground

The Clerk had circulated two quotes obtained to remove the horse chestnut tree on the western boundary, which has an advanced fungal infection, and to pollard the black poplar at the rear of the recreation ground.  Members agreed to accept the quote from Marchants for £600.00 to carry out the work.  It was agreed that this work should be carried out as soon as possible and that the cost of the work should be deducted equally from the S136 payment made to both the Village Hall Committee and the Recreation Ground Committee in 2012/13.
3]Stream running alongside the recreation ground – It was reported that the Clerk has spoken to the Environmental Agency who did inspect the stream last year.  They have stated that the low levels of water are due to the fact that the water table is very low.  This is because the levels of rainfall have been very low this year and that this has followed a very dry winter.  This stream is therefore not been fed by the water table.  The Environmental Agency has warned that this is a nationwide problem and that if the situation does not improve the whole country could experience severe drought conditions.
138/11
CORRESPONDENCE:

a) For information:- 
1] Planning & Transportation Advisory Board – 21 February 2012
2] Area 2 Planning Committee – 18 January 2012
3] Joint Transportation Board – 12 March 2012

b) On circulation: -

1] Parish Partnership Panel – Agenda and papers for meeting on 1 December 2011


2] The Clerk Magasine – November 2011

3] NALC Policy Briefing on The Localism Act

4] Joint Transportation Meeting – Agenda for meeting on 28 November 2011

5] Details on  an Audit Commission Report  - Protecting the Public Purse 2011

6] Kent Voice – Autumn 2011

7] Area 2 Planning Committee – Agenda for meeting on 7 December 2011

8] LCR – Winter 2011

9] A plain guide to the Localism Act – Communities and Local Government


10] Notes from KALC seminar on planning

c) New requiring attention:-
1] Kent County Council – Mineral and Waste Sites Development Plan Documents – Supplementary Options Consultation.  – Cllr. Robinson reported that there is nothing in the consultation which affects Addington.
2]  Neighbourhood Planning Regulations  - Cllr. Robinson agreed to complete the questionnaire on behalf of the Parish Council.
3] Community Infrastructure Levy – It was agreed not to respond to this consultation.
4] Public consultation on the household waste recycling centre service (consultation deadline 9 February 2012) – Cllr. Garrett proposed and it was agreed to add the questionnaire to the correspondence for circulation file for Members to consider and bring comments on to the next meeting.

139/11
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  
It was noted that a contractors/builders van had been parking on the village green whilst carrying out work at one of the properties.
140/11
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING:  

Nothing additional to add.
141/11
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:   
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on the 4 January 2012 in the Pavilion at 20:00.
142/11
ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS


There were none.
The meeting was closed at 10:15hrs.
Signed  …………………………………………………..Chairman  Date  …………………………


