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ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9 November 2011 at 20:00hrs 
in the Pavilion, Park Road.

Present:- Cllr Cllr. Mrs. P. Garrett – Chairman, Cllrs. Mrs. M-F. Bailey, 
  Mrs. M. Castle, Mrs. A. Holmes,  Mr. A. Newby, Mr. P. Robinson,
  Borough Cllr. Mr. M. Balfour, Borough Cllr. Mrs. A. Kemp 
  County Cllr. Sarah Hohler, PCSO Kim Hockey
  9 Members of public
109/11
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:   
There were none.
110/11]  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:

There were none.
111/11
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:  
It was proposed that the Chairman sign the minutes as a correct record.  Agreed.

112/11
MATTERS ARISING:  
1) Vacancy/Co-option

Cllr. Garrett suggested and it was agreed that as two applications had been received for the vacancy that a discussion would be held in a closed meeting under confidential items.

2) Land Registry voluntary registration – Members considered correspondence from KCC explaining why the two triangles of land at East Street cannot currently be registered.  KCC have written to the Highways Agency again asking them to resolve this situation by effecting an exchange of land under Section 16 of the Commons Act 2006.  Members noted that the Highways Agency cannot be forced to do this and that it could involve substantial costs for them.
3) MR168/MR171  -  Cllr. Garrett informed Members that following the site meeting on 7 October 2011 KCC had amended the plan to reflect the changes agreed at the meeting.  It was agreed that Cllr. Garrett should sign and date two copies of the plan and the certificate of works as requested by KCC.  One copy of each document will be retained by the Clerk and the other set will be returned to Sonia Coventry, Public Rights of Way Officer (Definition).  The application will now be added to the Public Path Register, however the consultation process may not start for at least 9 months.  Members noted that the Clerk had received copies of correspondence from the owner of The Woodhouse sent to KCC confirming that he is happy with the proposals and to share the cost of the process.   
4) Trees in the Village Competition 2011
Members acknowledged receipt of the Highly Commended Certificate and agreed that it should be placed on the noticeboard.  It was agreed that recommendations in the report from the Kent Men of Trees, (previously circulated), would be discussed under Open Spaces item 120/11 (2).
5) QEII Fields in Trust Challenge

The query on Leasehold title is being addressed and a revised Deed of Trust is expected soon.  Details on how to vote for the recreation ground as part of the QEII Fields in Trust Challenge had been circulated to other parishes and placed on the website.  It was suggested and agreed to place these details in The Pilgrim.
6) Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
Members discussed some ideas on how the village could celebrate this event and it was agreed that the Clerk would place a further article in The Pilgrim requesting ideas and for people to come forward to form a working group.  All ideas on how to commemorate the Jubilee will be discussed at the next meeting.
7) Junction at Seven Mile Lane

Members were disappointed to learn of yet another serious accident at the junction of Seven Mile Lane with the A20 on Thursday 6 October 2011 between a lorry driver and motorbike.  Members have raised the problem and their concerns about this junction numerous times in the past and the Clerk has written again to KHS expressing these concerns and requesting an update on the likelihood  of traffic lights being installed at this junction.  A reply from KHS has not yet been received.

8) Calendar of Meetings

The calendar of meetings for 2012, previously circulated, was agreed.

113/11
REPORTS:  
c) Kent Police – PCSO Kim Hockey reported that there had been 4 recorded crimes in Addington in October.  Firstly a burglary at a flat in Aldon Lane, secondly a shed was broken into at The Chestnuts, thirdly some cable was stolen again on the A20 and finally a mower was taken from the cricket pavilion.   

20:10 PCSO Kim Hockey left the meeting
a) County Councillor – County Cllr. Sarah Hohler explained that KCC are relaxing the rules on interactive speed signs and would be happy to consider more applications for these to be installed in villages.  Members were also informed that KCC are in the process of finalising the budget for 2012/13.
b) Borough Councillor - Borough Cllr. Matthew Balfour reported that the Community Enhancement Fund has been oversubscribed.   There has been some good news in that T&MBC should now receive all of the money back placed on deposit in Icelandic banks.  Cllr. Balfour also reported that T&MBC would be carrying out a review and consultation exercise on ward boundaries and the number of Councillors required.
20:15 County Cllr. Sarah Hohler, Borough Cllr. Matthew Balfour left the meeting

114/11
FINANCE:
a) A statement as at 9 November was circulated:

Balances:
Current Account

£  143.81




Business Reserve

£32,034.15



National Savings

£23,991.02

b) Other matters: 
1] Allocation Decrease – Members noted that the 2012/13 allocation from T&MBC to the Parish Council under the scheme of financial arrangements would be 16% less than last year at £3,703.00.  Cllr. Garrett will advise the PCC that the S136 payment towards the upkeep of the churchyard will be reduced in 2012/13.
2]  Half yearly internal audit of accounts -  for the period April to September 2011the internal auditor has reported that the books of account had been properly kept throughout this period.  All income noted had been received accordingly and all expenditure had the appropriate supported documentation.  Cllr. Garrett thanked the Clerk for keeping such accurate records.
3] New Mandate  - Cllr. Garrett suggested and it was agreed to postpone the signing of the new bank mandate until the next meeting when the vacancy on the Council had hopefully been filled.
4] Victim Support – request for a donation  - Cllr. Garrett proposed and it was agreed that a donation of £100.00 was made.  A cheque was drawn and subsequently signed and the amount added to the financial statement overleaf.
c) Cheques for signature: 

Supplier


Description


Cheque 
Amount










Number

Mrs L S Goldsmith

(Salary)



1361

£   435.75


HM Revenue & Customs
(Tax - August)
   
   
1362

£     43.80


Mrs L S Goldsmith

(Expenses)


1363

£   124.48


Mr. W.E. Wilson

(Internal Audit)


1364

£   100.00


Marchant Garden Services
(annual mowing contract)
1365

£ 1,750.00


T&MBC


(uncontested election fee)
1366

£      72.27


Halstead Parish Council 
(CPRE Seminar)

1367

£      41.67


Victim Support


(Donation)


1368

£    100.00









Total

£ 2,667.
97


Transfer from Reserve Account to Current  Account:
£2,500.00
The Chairman proposed that the cheques listed above be signed.  Agreed.
115/11
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:    
Some of the residents of the village green attended the meeting following receipt of a letter from the Clerk requesting their views on a number of proposals to do with the trackway and the green. A request was made that the Parish Council place further posts at the top of the green.  In addition a request was made for a white line to be placed across the access to the trackway with a sign saying ‘residents only’.  The residents attending the meeting also asked if repairs and some resurfacing works could be carried out to the trackway.
A member of the public reported that possibly unauthorised works were being carried out in the front garden of a property abutting Mill House Lane.

20:38 7 members of the public left the meeting
116/11
PLANNING:
a) Applications: 
1] TM/11/02658/AT – Venture Cafe, London Road, Addington, ME19 5PL

Advertisement for existing business, showing logo, telephone number and award winner statement.  Object:

· The siting of the sign shows it outside the fenced area.  The Parish Council believes that this land belongs to KHS and not BMW;  The Parish Council would be concerned about distraction to drivers of the siting of a sign this close to the road;

· The Parish Council with its local knowledge feel that the proposal is harmful to the rural and visual amenities of the surrounding area;

· The Parish Council are committed to developing policies to de-clutter Addington of signs.  Although the application is for a smaller sign the size and visual prominence of this advertisement still goes against this thinking;

· There is no risk assessment with the planning file to indicate that road traffic hazards from passing motorists viewing the sign will be considered;

· From the Application pro-forma: - Q8 - BMW state that the sign does not project over a footpath which it clearly does;

· The Parish Council is concerned about the intensity of the lighting given that the site is in a low district brightness area.  The Parish Council believe that such signs should not be illuminated in such areas between the hours of 2300 and 0700 on any day;

· The Parish Council would like the sign which has already been erected without planning permission and for which planning approval is now not been sought to be immediately removed.  Q.8 BMW state that the existing sign will not be removed.

It was suggested and agreed that the Clerk also writes to KHS to get written confirmation that they are happy that the sign will not cause any distraction to drivers and that if an accident should occur that they accept liability.

2] TM/11/02400/FL – Land adjacent Sandy Lane, Addington
Erection of new chalet style dwelling house with associated access and on-site parking and turning facilities.  (Revised scheme approved under references TM/10/00302/FL & TM/10/02473/FL comprising insertion of dormer windows to eastern roof slope, amended driveway layout, omission of study and revised landscaping details including ground retention measures to rear).  No objections.
3] TM/11/02603/FL – Addington Village Hall, Park Road, Addington, ME19 5BQ

Installation of solar pv panels to southeast elevation of recreation club building.  
No comment as local knowledge informs us that the application has been submitted for the wrong building and will therefore be withdrawn.
4] TM/11/02216/FL – Frenchay, East Street, Addington, ME19 5DE

Ground and first floor extensions with dormer windows (revised drawings). No objections.

b) Decisions:
1] TM/11/01936/FL – Addington Park Lodge, London Road, Addington, ME19 5DB

Enlarge roof of detached garage, including dormers, to provide storage and first floor accommodation; addition of external stairwell.  REFUSED TO PERMIT
2] TM/11/02134/FL – Woodgate Farm, Woodgate Road, ME19 5LH

Demolition of two storage buildings (B8-420 square metres) and replacement with one B8 storage building divided into three units totalling 272 square metres with nine parking spaces, access road and manoeuvring area. REFUSED TO PERMIT

3] TM/11/02133/F – Woodgate Farm, Woodgate Road, ME19 5LH

Demolition of two storage buildings (B8-420 square metres) and replacement with single family dwelling house and garage. REFUSED TO PERMIT

4] TM/11/02103/FL – La Mansarde, East Street Addington, ME19 5DE

Conversion of garage to living space and front porch extension (retrospective).  PERMISSION GRANTED.

5] TM/11/01966/FL – Clematis Cottage, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ

Erection of new replacement house and demolition of existing house.  New house to be part

Single storey, part two storey with five bedrooms.  Together with a new detached single storey double garage.  PERMISSION GRANTED.

c) Other Matters:
1) TM/10/00938/FL – Big Motoring World, London Road, Addington  - Cllr. Garrett reported back from a meeting held between some Members and Marion Geary (Planning) and Peter Thomason (Environmental Health), at T&MBC on the 2 November 2011.  At the meeting Members discussed the protracted time taken to regulate the activities on this site and expressed their disappointment at what the Parish Council believe to be a failure to protect the rural nature of Addington.  All of the issues, since 2005 were tabled, including vegetation, boundary, lighting, drainage and the lack of an on site turning circle.  Members were advised that the issue of the northern boundary will be addressed by KCC Highways.  The condition that BMW should provide a turning circle will not be pursued as T&MBC cannot enforce BMW to use it.  The Planners will take the application for the additional lights to the next Planning Committee with the hope of reducing the amount of lights and their direction.  The retrospective application for the valeting bay will also be taken to the next Planning Committee meeting and is likely to be granted.  The application for the drainage is still incomplete and if the outstanding information is not submitted soon a breach of condition notice may be applied for. The Clerk will continue to monitor the situation. 
Borough Cllr. Ann Kemp left the meeting

2) Land adjoining Park View, London Road


Members were informed that Planning Enforcement had advised the Clerk that the application for the Lawful Development Certificate is still invalid.

3)  The Caravan, East Street, Addington  - It was noted that Planning Enforcement have advised the Clerk that a Notice has not yet been served but that it is being worked on.  
4] Property Naming – it was noted that T&MBC have adopted the name of ‘Oak Trees’ for the new dwelling in Sandy Lane.  Confirmation of the postcode is awaited. 

5] TM/10/02860 – Lane Farm House, Mill House Lane, ME19 5BA – it was noted that an appeal has been made to the Planning Inspectorate.

6] Planning Statistics   - the planning statistics prepared by the Clerk were noted.

7] Planning Enforcement issues  - the Clerk was requested to report a possible breach of planning control at the property abutting Mill House Lane where external works to the garden have been taking place.  Members also noted that a large car port has recently been erected in the field behind the property 1 and 2 Heatherwood, East Street.  The Clerk was requested to enquire whether there has been a breach of planning control.
117/11
HIGHWAYS: 
a) Outstanding:- (as 3 November 20
1)
It was noted that enquiry 10205573, repairs required to Milestone is still awaiting a budget allocation.
 2)
Footpath from The Links to the A20 – Members noted it has been cleared and that the Clerk has received confirmation from T&MBC that it has been added to a regular works schedule.

 3)
Vegetation by Jet garage – further clearance work has taken place between Endeavour House and the Jet garage.

4)
Request for new salt bin in Park Road – Cllr. Garrett advised Members that KHS will be placing a new salt bin at the entrance to The Chestnuts.    

5)
Deadwood on trees in Trottiscliffe Road by golf course – an inspection by KHS is due shortly.

6) ‘No parking’ signs outside The Seekers Trust – Members were advised that KHS will not be   removing the signs but advised that they are not enforceable.

7)  Signage on the A20 near to the Mitsubishi garage – has all been removed.

8)  New signage on A20 at Endeavour House – is permissible.

b) New requiring attention
1)
Blocked gulley on Trottiscliffe Road near to motorway bridge – has been reported by the Clerk.
2)
The dropped curve in Plowenders needs to be reinstated.  The Clerk to report.
3)
The overhanging vegetation belonging to properties on Trottiscliffe Road has still not been removed – the Clerk to re-report.

4)
Hernewell Farm Shop – the Clerk to report that a large sign has been erected on the opposite side of the road.

5)
St. Vincents Lane – the Clerk to report that the roots of trees are lifting up part of the road and making the surface dangerous.
6)
‘New homes’ sign in Sandy Lane – the Clerk to report.

7)
Vegetation from the Jet garage to Seven Mile land needs to be cleared. 
c) Other matters:  
1)
 The Clerk met with Michele Snoding from PROW on 11 October 2011 who has agreed to replace all of the rottern railway sleepers on the MR170 at East Street.  The work is anticipated to be completed by December 2011.
2)
News on purchasing salt bins ​– KHS are encouraging Parishes to purchase their own salt bins and have relaxed the rules on the siting of such bins.  Subject to agreeing a location with the Highway Steward the Council can now install their own salt bins to be maintained and filled by the Parish Council.  Members agreed that if KHS fail to grit Trottiscliffe Road this winter then the Parish Council will consider purchasing a salt bin to replace the one that KHS removed when the road was added to the gritting schedule.
118/11
REPORTS OF MEETINGS:   
a) Village Hall – Cllr. Robinson advised Members that work on the car park extension was nearing completion.  The next project would address the need to enhance the front of the building and would include replacing the front doors, replacing the carpets in the entrance area and new toilets.
b) Recreation Ground –   Cllr. Robinson has applied for a Community Enhancement Grant to help fund the repairs needed to the roof.  Cllr. Bailey expressed concern that the stream running alongside the recreation ground is generally dry even when it has just rained and that this never used to happen in the past.  It was suggested and agreed that the Clerk writes to the Environmental Agency and requests an investigation.
c) Parish Partnership Panel – there has been no meeting.

119/11
PARISH PLAN: 
It was noted that the Clerk will be assisting Cllr. Robinson in presenting the data in the Parish Plan. Following news about the proposed Neighbourhood Plans it was suggested that the Parish Plan could now form the basis of a Neighbourhood Plan.  The Clerk will look into this and will also send a draft copy of the Parish Plan to Cllr. Castle.
120/11
OPEN SPACES:  
1] Village Green

Members considered the comments made by the members of the public that attended the meeting and also the feedback that the Clerk had received in response to the letter that was delivered to each house on the green.  Cllr. Garrett reminded Members about the status of village greens and the restrictions placed on the use of village greens by the Commons Law Act of 1876.  It was suggested and agreed that the Clerk obtains quotes for installing posts at the top of the green.  It was agreed that the posts should be set apart at less than the width of a car to stop cars driving over the green.  Bearing in mind the restrictions placed on village greens it was also agreed that the Clerk should obtain quotes for the resurfacing of the tarmac areas of the trackway in the same materials.  Members agreed to review a request from the residents to place a white line at the entrance to the trackway and for a sign to say ‘residents only’ once the repairs to the trackway have been carried out.  It was also suggested and agreed that the Clerk should write to the manager of The Angel public house to thank him for installing new signs for parking at the pub which have helped alleviate the problem on the green.  
It was noted that Arrowguard have made 3 visits to try and alleviate the current problem with moles.  The Clerk was also asked to find out if KHS could add some wording to the only blank arm of the finger post sign on the green.
2] Trees on the recreation ground

Members noted that in the Kent Men of Trees report the judge had recommended that a horse chestnut on the western boundary, which has an advanced fungal infection, needs removing.  In addition the black poplar at the rear of the recreation ground needs pollarding. The Clerk was requested to obtain quotes.  It was also noted that the newly planted Dawyck beech on the village green would benefit from a shallow mulch.  The Clerk will ask Marchants to do this.  It was also agreed that the Clerk would write to The Seekers Trust advising them that the judge has recommended that the ivy on some of the trees on their boundary should be cut back again.  Cllr. Holmes suggested and it was agreed that the Clerk should place an article in The Pilgrim advising residents of the appreciation of the judge of the excellent plantings noted in private gardens in the village.
121/11
CORRESPONDENCE:

a) For information:- 
1] Planning & Transportation Advisory Board – 20 November 2011
2] Area 2 Planning Committee – 7 December 2011
3] Parish Partnership Panel – 1 December 2011


b) On circulation: -

1] KALC – Notice of 64th Annual General Meeting – 12 November 2011


2] The Clerk Magasine – September 2011

3] Clerk & Councils Direct – November 2011

4] KALC – Newsletter 

5] An overview of the planning system – notes from CPRE planning seminar

6] Kent Fire and Rescue Service Consultation on Integrated Risk Management Plan


c) New requiring attention:-
1] Kent County Council – Mineral and Waste Sites Development Plan Documents – Supplementary Options Consultation.  – Cllr. Robinson offered to look at the documents.

2]  Neighbourhood Planning Regulations  - as the consultation deadline is 5 January 2012 Members agreed to bring back any comments on the consultation documents to the next meeting.
3] Community Infrastructure Levy - as the consultation deadline is 30 December 2011 Members agreed to bring back any comments on the consultation documents to the next meeting.

122/11
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  
Cllr. Garrett advised Members that they had been invited to the nativity play at Leybourne at 1pm on 9 December 2011.
Cllr. Newby advised Members that he had attended the first meeting of T&MBC Standards Committee on 18 October 2011 but that there was nothing to report.
123/11
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING:  

Nothing additional to add.
124/11
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:   
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on the 7 December 2011 in the Pavilion at 20:00.
The following item is confidential.


The meeting was suspended at 21:54hrs.

Signed  …………………………………………………..Chairman  Date  ……………………………


