- 10 -
5

ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5 October 2011 at 20:00hrs 
in the Pavilion, Park Road.

Present:- Cllr Cllr. Mrs. P. Garrett – Chairman, Cllrs. Mrs. M. Castle
  Mrs. A. Holmes, Mr A. Newby, Mr P. Robinson,
  Borough Cllr. Mr. M. Balfour, PC Mark Stubberfield
  1 Member of public
92/11
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr. M-F. Bailey, Borough Cllr. Mrs A. Kemp, PCSO Kim Hockey.
93/11]  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:

There were none.
94/11
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:  
It was proposed that the Chairman sign the minutes as a correct record.  Agreed.

95/11
MATTERS ARISING:  
1) Land Registry voluntary registration – Members considered documents showing the two triangles of land at East Street Green that are not registered and agreed that the Clerk should continue to liase with KCC to get a response on how to proceed with registering them.
2) MR168/MR171  -  Cllr. Garrett informed Members that the application forms and maps for a Public Diversion Order had been submitted and that the Clerk, Cllr, Robinson and herself would be meeting with Sonia Coventry, Public Rights of Way Officer (Definition), on 7 October 2011 to conduct a site meeting to discuss the proposal on the ground.
3) Community Projects  - Cllr. Robinson explained that the Village Hall Committee had agreed to go ahead with the car park extension.  Discussions are also being held with T&MBC to make further improvements to include a new shed for storage and a ground facing patio and access doors.  Future projects which could also require community support funding from the Parish Council include a re-roofing of the 1979 section of the roof, an upgrade of the plumbing systems and the installation of external security cameras.
4) Trees in the Village Competition 2011
Cllr. Garrett advised Members that the Judges have reported that they continue to be impressed with the trees in Addington and although the village cannot be awarded first prize two years running, Kent Men of Trees will be awarding the village a Highly Commended Certificate.
5) QEII Fields in Trust Challenge

A small query on the Leasehold title still needs to be addressed and is being looked at by the lawyers of the National Playing Fields Association.  Unfortunately a further Deed of Trust will need to be prepared and signed to incorporate the details about the leasehold land.

6) Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
Cllr. Garrett reported that the ecclesiastic insurers for St. Margaret’s Church will not provide insurance cover for a Church Tower Beacon to be lit on 4 June 2011 in celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  An alternative location will need to be agreed.  The Clerk has written to all local organisations to see if they would be willing to form a working group to organise some local events and had so far only received one reply.  It was agreed that Members will bring some ideas to the next meeting on how the village could celebrate this event.
96/11
REPORTS:  
a) County Councillor – There was no report.

b) Borough Councillor - Borough Cllr. Balfour reported that the Planners at T&MBC completely understood the frustration of Members with the time it is taking for the retrospective planning applications submitted by Big Motoring World to be processed.  Cllr. Balfour agreed to discuss these applications again with the Planners.  Cllr. Balfour reported that part of the proposals for the new parliamentary constituencies, as published by the Boundary Commission, are that Downs Ward could become part of Sevenoaks.  Cllr. Balfour strongly recommended that Members and locals study the proposals on the website and send in their views.  The consultation closes on 5 December 2011.   Cllr. Balfour also reported that T&MBC would be carrying out a review and consultation exercise on ward boundaries and the number of Councillors required.
c) Kent Police – PC Stubberfield reported that there had been 3 recorded crimes in Addington in September.  Firstly a theft of fuel from the Jet garage, secondly a theft of a golf buggy from the golf club and finally some car parts were taken from the Mitsubishi garage.  The Clerk has asked PC Eastgate to carry out some speed checks in Trottiscliffe Road.  Cllr. Garrett reported that a container had been left in the lay-by on the A20 near to the junction with Church Road for at least 2 days.  PC Stubberfield agreed to investigate.
20:43 Borough Cllr. Matthew Balfour left the meeting.
97/11
FINANCE:
a) A statement as at 5 October  was circulated:

Balances:

Current Account

£  9,732.59





Business Reserve

£22,031.16





National Savings

£23,991.02

Income:

Precept 2nd instalment

£  9,629.00

b) Other matters: 

1] New Mandate  - Following the recent marriage of Cllr. Holmes, (previously Cllr. Bullimore), the Clerk was requested to obtain a new bank mandate for the change of name. 

c) Cheques for signature: 

Supplier


Description


Cheque 
Amount










Number

Mrs L S Goldsmith

(Salary)



1357

£   435.55


HM Revenue & Customs
(Tax - August)
   
   
1358

£     44.00


Mrs L S Goldsmith

(Expenses)


1359

£     82.29


Viking Direct


(Stationery)


1360

£     24.19










Total

£  586.03




Transfer from Reserve Account to Current  Account:
£9000.00
The Chairman proposed that the cheques listed above be signed.  Agreed.
98/11
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:    
The Clerk was requested to find out if the ‘no parking’ signs recently erected outside The Seekers Trust were permissible.
99/11
PLANNING:
a) Applications: 
1] TM/11/02134/FL – Woodgate Farm, Woodgate Road, ME19 5LH

Demolition of two storage buildings (B8-420 square metres) and replacement with one B8 storage building divided into three units totalling 272 square metres with nine parking spaces, access road and manoeuvring area.

Members acknowledged the following response sent on 21 September 2011. 
Object. The proposal represents inappropriate development within the green belt.  This proposal would harm both the visual amenity and the rural character.  We are also concerned that this proposal would bring about an increase in traffic at all times of the day which could be harmful to neighbouring properties. We are also concerned about the effect of this development on the bats present on the site. 

 

2] TM/11/02133/F – Woodgate Farm, Woodgate Road, ME19 5LH

Demolition of two storage buildings (B8-420 square metres) and replacement with single family dwelling house and garage.

Members acknowledged the following response sent on 21 September 2011 

Object. We believe that the reasons for the decision to refuse a previous planning application for the above site TM/09/01498/FL still apply.  The proposal represents inappropriate development within the green belt.  This proposal would harm both the visual amenity and the rural character.  The dwelling would also be remote from local services.  The concern regarding the presence of bats on the site remains.  

 
3] TM/11/02216/FL – Frenchay, East Street, Addington, ME19 5DE

Ground and first floor extensions with dormer windows.  No objections.

4] TM/11/01966/FL – Clematis Cottage, Trottiscliffe Road, Addington, ME19 5AZ

Erection of new replacement house and demolition of existing house.  New house to be part

Single storey, part two storey with five bedrooms.  Together with a new detached single storey double garage.  No objection, however we have concerns about the potential loss of light to the neighbouring property 'Merridene' caused by the proximity of and bulk of the extension.  Also we note this is a very contemporary building and consider this to be out of character with other properties in the area.
5] TM/11/02585/FL – Lane Farm House, Mill House Lane, Addington, ME19 5BA

Upgrading works to external appearance of ancillary two storey building previously used as residential annex to make building appear more in keeping with the existing property.  

No objections.  Observation: The Parish Council still feel the proposals of application TM/10/02860/FL were more suitable.
 
b) Decisions:
1] TM/11/02258/ELEX – South Eastern Power Networks for Sandy Lane, Addington

Installation of 1 new pole and new low voltage overhead line. – the District Planning Authority does not consider the proposal would be likely to have a significant adverse effect on the environment.

c) Other Matters:
1) TM/10/00938/FL – Big Motoring World, London Road, Addington  - Members were informed that the planning application for the drainage previously considered by Members is still pending a decision as further consultation with the Environmental Agency is still required.   The Planners have also advised that the application for the totem sign has been withdrawn and that a retrospective application for a smaller sign is expected soon. The application for the additional lighting installed remains invalid. Members expressed dismay at the slow progress made with both the submission and processing of all these retrospective applications.  The Clerk will continue to monitor this situation and liase with the Planners at T&MBC.

2) Land adjoining Park View, London Road


Members were informed that Planning Enforcement had advised the Clerk that the owner’s agent is still experiencing delays in obtaining the evidence required to validate the application for the Lawful Development Certificate.

3)  The Caravan, East Street, Addington  - It was noted that the caravan has still not been removed and that Planning Enforcement are aware of the situation.
6] Proposal for training from Halstead Parish Council – It was noted that just 3 Members and the Clerk will now attend the evening seminar on planning organised by Halstead Parish Council due to be held on the 2 November 2011.
100/11
HIGHWAYS: 
a) Outstanding:- (as 5 October 20
1)
It was noted that enquiry 10205573, repairs required to Milestone is still awaiting a budget allocation.
 2)
Footpath from The Links to the A20 – if established that it is Japanese Knotweed growing on the highway verge on the A20 then KHS will treat it with herbicide.    The pathway from The Links to the A20 has still not been cleared.  The Clerk to report.
 3)
Vegetation by Jet garage – the Clerk has spoken to the Highways Steward about the poor state of the verges and clearance work should be undertaken shortly.

4)
Request for new salt bin in Park Road – Cllr. Garrett advised Members that the Highways Engineer has carried out an assessment and has put in a request that a salt bin is placed in Park Road.   The Highways Engineer considers that the entrance to The Chestnuts would be the best location as it scored more highly on the assessment criteria.  This request will now be processed and a decision on whether approval is given for it to be installed this Autumn will be made shortly.  

5)
Request for salt bin to be reinstated - Cllr. Garrett also reported that KHS will not reinstate the salt bin in Trottiscliffe Road as this road is a route that is gritted.
6)
Request for free salt bag – Cllr. Garrett advised that the Highways Steward had agreed that the free salt bag could be placed in the Village Hall car park next to the recycling banks.
7)
Hernewell Farm Shop – the Highways Steward had contacted the owners and it was noted that most of the signs have now been removed.

8)
‘Give Way’ sign at top of Trottiscliffe Road – has been straightened.

9) 
Overhanging vegetation on Trottiscliffe Road – the Highways Steward has written to the owners of the properties and requested that they cut back this overhanging vegetation.

10)
Deadwood on trees in Trottiscliffe Road by golf course – an inspection by KHS is due shortly.

b) New requiring attention
1)
Signage on the A20 advertising car valeting near to the Mitsubishi garage – the Clerk to report.
2)
New signage on A20 at entrance to Endeavour House – the Clerk to check if permissible.

c) Other matters:  
1)
 The Clerk will be meeting with Michele Snoding from PROW on 11 October to look at the rottern railway sleeper on the MR170 at East Street.
101/11
REPORTS OF MEETINGS:   
a) Village Hall – Cllr. Robinson advised that Members of the Village Hall Committee had met on Friday 9 September 2011.  The work on the car park extension would be starting imminently.  Other projects as mentioned in item 95/11 (3) were discussed at the meeting

b) Recreation Ground –   Cllr. Robinson has applied for a Community Enhancement Grant to help fund the repairs needed to the roof.  Cllr. Robinson also reported that the football club are no longer using the facilities.

c) Parish Partnership Panel – In the absence of Cllr. Bailey, Members noted that the papers from the meeting held on 8 September 2011 had been placed in the correspondence for circulation file.
102/11
PARISH PLAN:  
Cllr. Robinson reminded Members to send him any comments or suggestions on the first draft of the Parish Plan.  
103/11
OPEN SPACES:  
1] Members considered the quotes for new signage to discourage parking and considered again other proposals such as putting in more posts at the top of the green and the suggestion to put in a bund to run parallel to Trottiscliffe Road to discourage people driving across the green.  It was suggested and agreed that any decision on these suggestions should be delayed until the next meeting and that the Clerk should write to all residents on the green and ask them for their views on these proposals.
104/11
CORRESPONDENCE:

a) For information:-
1] Planning & Transportation Advisory Board – 20 November 2011

2] Area 2 Planning Committee – 31 October 2011

3] Parish Partnership Panel – 1 December 2011


b) On circulation: -

1] Parish Partnership Panel – minutes and papers from 8 September

2] Oast to Coast Autumn 2011

3]Hawkhurst Parish Council – Members Handbook 
4] NALC – What can Local Councils do 
5] The Progressive Council 

6] Community Enhancement Fund – information

7] KALC – Newsletter September 2011

c) New requiring attention:-
1] The 2013 Review of Parliamentary constituencies in England – it was agreed that the Clerk should place the details about the Review in The Pilgrim and urge residents to respond.

105/11
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  
Cllr. Garrett suggested that the Clerk places a request in The Pilgrim for a local resident to come forward and be co-opted on to the Parish Council.
Cllr. Robinson advised Members that T&MBC Strategic Partnership Team were looking for locals and organisations to sign up to the ‘Love where you Live’ campaign.
Cllr. Robinson also advised that part of the Olympics legacy is to advertise local attractions to people coming to the Olympics and staying in the area.
106/11
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING:  

Co-option.
107/11
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:   
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on the 9 November 2011 in the Pavilion at 20:00.
108/11
ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS


There were none.
The meeting was closed at 10:06hrs.

Signed  …………………………………………………..Chairman  Date  ……………………………


