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ADDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7 September 2011 at 20:00hrs 
in the Pavilion, Park Road.

Present:- Cllr Cllr. M-F. Bailey – Chairman, Cllrs. Mrs A. Bullimore, Mrs Castle
  Mr A. Newby, Mr P. Robinson, PC Allen, PCSO Kim Hockey
  County Cllr. Sarah Hohler (arrived 20:28)

  1 Member of public
75/11
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: 
Cllr. P. Garrett, Borough Clls. Mrs A. Kemp and Mr M. Balfour 
76/11]  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS:

There were none.
77/11
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:  
It was proposed that the Chairman sign the minutes as a correct record.  Agreed.

78/11
MATTERS ARISING:  
1) Land Registry voluntary registration – The Clerk informed Members that a small triangle of land at the Recreation Ground has not been registered as part of the title reference K974951 and remains unregistered.  The Clerk had made enquiries with the Land Registry who had advised that no documentary evidence of ownership of this land had been included in the original registration.  The Clerk has recently queried this but the Land Registry has requested that a further application is lodged for this triangle of land.  Members agreed that the discrepancy is probably down to boundaries being incorrectly drawn up on title deed documents in the past.  After a discussion it was resolved that as this is such a small triangle of land with no separate access rights and surrounded by registered land that it could remain unregistered.  KCC are still waiting for a response from DEFRA on how to proceed with registering the two triangles of land at East Street Green.  The Clerk will continue to liase with KCC to get a response.
2) MR168/MR171  - The Clerk and Cllr. Robinson presented two options for diverting the MR168 and MR171 to Members.   The logic is to divert the MR171 and the MR168 to the west of the Village Hall to cross Park Road immediately opposite the existing MR168 route through the Quarry.   Members considered both options and agreed that to consolidate the MR171 route with the MR172 along the southern boundary to join the new MR168 at the Golf Club bridge and for this path to then hug the western boundary of the Recreation Ground was preferred.  It was resolved that the Clerk should submit the application forms and map for a Public Diversion Order.
20.14 PCSO Kim Hockey and PC Allen had to leave the meeting

3) Community Projects  - Cllr. Robinson explained that the Village Hall Committee were still gathering quotes for improvements they would like to make to include a new shed for storage, a ground facing patio and access doors, a grass reinforcing option for the car park and to re-roof the 1979 section of the Sports Pavilion.   Cllr. Robinson explained that the Committee are likely to request community project support funding from the Parish Council.
4) Trees in the Village Competition 2011
Cllr. Bullimore advised Members that the Judge had visited the village on 12 August 2011.  The Judge  seemed impressed and had made a few suggestions for improvements which will be highlighted in his report that is due to be received in October 2011.  It was agreed that the Clerk should contact Hansons Trust again about the coppicing of their wood.
5) QEII Fields in Trust Challenge

Cllr. Robinson advised Members that he and the Clerk had met with Terry Housden from the National Playing Fields Association had undertaken a tour of the Recreation Ground.  Cllr. Robinson was pleased to report that the Recreation Ground has been accepted as part of the Challenge.  A small query on the Leasehold title needs to be addressed.  A Deed of Trust document between the Parish Council and Trustees of the charity known as Addington Recreation Ground and the National Playing Fields Association was presented for signature by two Members.  It was agreed that Cllr. Bailey and Cllr. Castle could sign the Deed of Trust on behalf of the Parish Council.  The Deed was signed and Cllr. Robinson signed as one of the Trustees.  Cllr. Robinson agreed to get Mr Keith Stone, as the other trustee, to sign the Deed and to then return it to the Clerk who will forward it to the National Playing Fields Association.  
6) Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations
It was suggested and agreed that the Parish Council should apply for a Church Tower Beacon to be lit on 4 June 2011 in celebration of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.  It is anticipated that the beacon will be erected at St. Margaret’s Church.  Members discussed a number of options for celebrating the Jubilee and it was resolved that the Clerk should write to all local organisations to see if they would be willing to form a working group to organise some local events.
7) KHS Parish Seminar
Cllr. Garrett and the Clerk attended the seminar on 12 July 2011.  Members noted the contents of the report prepared by Cllr. Garrett and the key points emerging from the seminar.  The Clerk has had regular contact with the new Highway Steward and advised Members that the switch to the new contractor, Enterprise, had happened as planned on the 1 September 2011.
79/11
REPORTS:  
a) County Councillor – County Cllr. Sarah Hohler advised Members that there are budget difficulties in all areas.  KCC are getting leaner and moving to a more commissioning of services role.  Cllr. Hohler also advised Members that half of all the Secondary Schools in Kent are applying to become Academies.  There is a new Director of Education who used to work for Ofsted.  Cllr. Holher also reported a pleasing increase in test and exam results with 62% of all pupils in the area gaining 5 GCSE’s or more (including Maths and English) an increase of 5% on last year.  Other results at Key Stage 2 and Level 4 continue to be over the national average in this area.  KCC will also be moving to new role and supporting local GP’s as a commissioner of services.
20:45 Cllr. Bullimore left the meeting
20:57 County Cllr. Sarah Hohler left the meeting
b) Borough Councillor  - There was no report.
c) Kent Police – As PCSO Kim Hockey had to leave the meeting it was agreed that the Clerk would contact her and advise her that there have been complaints about youths speeding on bikes and generally causing a nuisance and leaving rubbish in East Street.  Having discussed the issue of speeding vehicles in the village generally and in particular along Trottiscliffe Road it was resolved that the Clerk should ask PC Eastgate to undertake some speed gun checks in the area.  In addition it was agreed that the Clerk should ask if St. Vincents could be regularly patrolled and kept under surveillance in an attempt to try and deter people from fly tipping there.  
80/11
FINANCE:
a) A statement as at 6 July was circulated:

Balances:

Current Account

£    179.72




Business Reserve

£22,831.16




National Savings

£23,991.02

Income:
VAT Refund


£ 88.92

b) Other matters: 

1] Photocopying/Printing  - The Clerk advised Members that Knockholt Parish Council did not want to enter into a joint lease for a photocopier/printer.  The Clerk explained that as she had managed to find a much cheaper source of ink the current printing arrangements could remain as they are.
2] Annual Return 2010/11 – Members noted the external auditor’s report which states that ‘on the basis of our review, in our opinion, the information contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements’.   It was also noted that details of the conclusion of the audit have been placed on the notice boards. 

3] VAT Return  - the Clerk advised Members that the sum of £88.92 for VAT paid for the financial year 2010/11 had been refunded by HMRC. 
c) Cheques for signature: 

Supplier


Description


Cheque 
Amount










Number

Mrs L S Goldsmith

(Salary)



1351

£   435.55


HM Revenue & Customs
(Tax - August)
   
   
1352

£     44.00


HM Revenue & Customs 
(Tax – July)


1353

£     43.80


Mrs L S Goldsmith

(Expenses)


1354 

£    106.95


Audit Commission

(Audit fee 2010/11)

1355

£    162.00


Viking Direct


(Stationery)


1356

£      80.58










Total

£  872.88

Transfer from Current Account to Reserve Account:
£800.00
The Chairman proposed that the cheques listed above be signed.  Agreed.
81/11
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC:    
Members noted a letter received from a member of the public.  The Clerk has responded and it was agreed that no further action is required.
82/11
PLANNING:
a) Applications: 
1] TM/11/01759/FL – Pretty Maid House, London Road, Wrotham Heath, TN15 7RU

Conversion of garage for mixed residential and ancillary bed and breakfast use.  Members acknowledged the following response sent on 10 August 2011.  No objection. However we have concerns that the volume of noise and waste water will now be higher than a normal household with 7/8 bedrooms, due to the turnover of visitors to the B & B, now that the laundry is to be on site.  

2] TM/11/01626/FL – West Malling Golf Club, London Road,  ME19 5AR

Construction of an improved junction and access road.  

Members acknowledged the response sent on 17 August 2011.  The Parish Council approve the application for the following reasons. The application has merit for the business exposure reasons stated and that sustaining this business in the medium to longer term has a benefit to our community compared with other uses of the land. This new access is off the A-20 adjacent to the Club House and just along from the similar business access to Hernewell Farm. The Applicant's Agent makes the case for business benefit as the Club’s profile will be significantly enhanced by having an entrance/ exit that is in such a prominent position.  The Parish Council also feel that it will reduce the number of cars at the junction of the A20 at the current entrance.  
However the Parish Council would like the following points to be considered:

1)The Parish Council understand that KHS have been consulted on sight lines and others aspects to do with the proposed new access.  The Parish Council have concerns about the speed of the traffic on this stretch of the road at this new entrance. The Parish Council would like the planners and KHS to considered speed limit restrictions as a condition (currently derestricted).

2) The Parish Council would also like to see the reinstatement of part of the old estate ragstone wall along this stretch.  The design and overall appearance of the new boundary wall at the property Addington Lodge which is also on this stretch of road should be copied for this new access and would surely create a more prestigious entrance as desired by the applicant.


21:19 Cllr. Bullimore returned to the meeting
3] TM/11/00669/FL – Big Motoring World, London Road, Addington, ME19 5PL

New vehicle preparation bay with associated car parking area and photographic studio 

(retrospective)

Observations:

Although not a reason to object the Parish Council would like to highlight the fact that this proposal is yet another retrospective planning application for quite substantial building works that have already taken place on the site.  The owners do not appear to have any consideration for its neighbours or general planning guidelines.
The Parish Council object to this proposal:
· The Parish Council with its local knowledge feel that the proposal is harmful to the rural and visual amenities of the surrounding area;

· The Parish Council would like to draw attention to the fact that this is a site that has been considerably developed in recent years and that we remain concerned about the effect this is having on the wildlife and their loss of habitat and of course the local community generally;

· The applicant’s conclusion states that this proposal helps to rationalise its business in an urban area.  This is not an urban area, it is very much RURAL;

· The statement that the new building does not exceed the height of the existing building is incorrect;

· The application suggests that the building is not visible.  The Parish Council believe it is very visible and can be seen from the A20 and public footpath MR172 and has a detrimental effect on neighbouring properties;

· The Parish Council remain concerned about polluted water on the site particularly as once again the application suggests that any water will be discharged to the existing soakaway.  The Parish Council would like to see the results of tests to ascertain how hazardous the water is and if there is any land contamination.  If there is any risk of the water being polluted then the Parish Council understand that an appropriate licence needs to be obtained from the Environmental Agency and  that an interceptor would need to be installed;
· The Parish Council remain concerned about the excessive lighting on this site.  This building has added further to the problem which is harmful to the local community;
· There is also concern about the likely increase in traffic generated entering and leaving the site;

· The application suggests that no further planting is required to the boundary next to the studio as this has already been done.  The Parish Council would like to point out that no planting has been carried out on this boundary.  There is just a fence.

4] TM/11/02258/ELEX – South Eastern Power Networks for Sandy Lane, Addington

Installation of 1 new pole and new low voltage overhead line. No objection.
5] TM/11/01936/FL – Addington Park Lodge, London Road, Addington, ME19 5DB

Extend side and enlarge roof of garage to provide storage and first floor accommodation.
  No objection.  Observation that the proposal represents an over intensification of the site.

6] TM/11/02103/FL – La Mansarde, East Street Addington, ME19 5DE

Conversion of garage to living space and front porch extension (retrospective).



No objection.
b) Decisions:
1] TM/10/02860/FL – Lane Farm House, Mill House Lane, Addington, ME19 5BA

Replacement of existing two storey barn annexe building with linked annexe to main house. REFUSED TO PERMIT 

2] TM/11/01652/FL – Wychwood, Sandy Lane, Addington, ME19 5BX

Extension to existing rear dormer to create additional rooms in roof.  

REFUSED TO PERMIT. 

3] TM/11/01759/FL – Pretty Maid House, London Road, Wrotham Heath, TN15 7RU

Conversion of garage for mixed residential and ancillary bed and breakfast use.  PERMISSION GRANTED.

c) Other Matters:
1) TM/10/00938/FL – Big Motoring World, London Road, Addington  - Members were informed that the planning application for the drainage previously considered by Members is still pending a decision as further consultation with the Environmental Agency is required.   The planning department have also advised that they are awaiting revisions to the totem sign application before a decision can be made. The application for the additional lighting installed has been submitted but is invalid. Members considered a letter received by a member of the public who has a number of concerns about the light and noise pollution emitting from the site along with regular bonfires and other activities.  Members agreed whole heartedly with these concerns and it was agreed that the Clerk should ask this person if their letter could be forwarded to the Borough Cllrs.  and County Cllr. for them to take this matter up with T&MBC.  Members also requested that the Clerk reports to KHS that BMW have been blocking the public footpath with cars for sale.  In the meantime the Clerk will continue to monitor this situation.  

2) Land adjoining Park View, London Road


Members were informed that Planning Enforcement had advised the Clerk that the owner’s agent is still experiencing delays in obtaining the evidence required to validate the application for the Lawful Development Certificate.

3)  The Caravan, East Street, Addington   The Clerk advised Members that Planning Enforcement have advised that they are looking to see if they can take action to seek removal of the caravan.
4) A20 London Road , Boot Fairs –Cllr. Bailey advised Members that there has been no breach of planning control this year.  At the site known as Meadow Crest Farm there has been the permitted 14 events and the owner has indicated that there will be no further boot fairs on this site this year.  Members were delighted to hear that the monitoring by Planning Enforcement has been effective and it was agreed that the Clerk should write and thank them for their assistance.  

5] Scrutiny Panel Review Meeting  -  to be held on 15 September.  Unfortunately no Members can make this meeting.
6] Proposal for training from Halstead Parish Council – The Clerk had circulated information on the course content for an evening seminar on planning organised by Halstead Parish Council.  It was resolved that 4 Members plus the Clerk could attend the seminar.  As the seminar is due to take place on the 2 November 2011, which is the same day as a planned Parish Council meeting that month, it was resolved to move the Parish Council meeting to the 9 November 2011.  
83/11
HIGHWAYS: 
a) Outstanding:- (as 5 September 20
1)
It was noted that enquiry 10205573, repairs required to Milestone is still awaiting a budget allocation.

  2)
Unofficial layby outside BMW – noted that the area has been reinstated.
3)
Footpath from the Links to the A20 – the Clerk to re-report as work not complete.  Cllr. Balfour stated that there was evidence of Japanese Knotweed growing on the side of the path which also needs to be reported to KHS.
4)  
Vegetation by shell garage – some work done but not satisfactorily, Clerk to re-report

5)
Request for new salt bin in Park Road by the Seekers Trust – the Clerk advised Members that KHS will be assessing the location this month.  Cllr. Garrett had also suggested to the Clerk that a request is made for the salt bin which was moved from Trottiscliffe Road to Church Road to be reinstated.  Agreed.

6)
Request for free salt bag – the Clerk advised Members that the Highways Steward would be assessing the suitability of locating the free salt bag in the Village Hall car park.
b) New requiring attention
1)
The ‘Give Way’ sign at the top of Trottiscliffe Road is at an angle – the Clerk to report.
2)
Overhanging branches and deadwood on trees running alongside the golf course in Trottiscliffe Road – noted the Clerk has already reported this to KHS.

3)
Proliferation of signs from the Hernewell Farm shop on the A20 to be reported.

4)
Clerk to alert the Clerk in Offham of bonfires and soil moving activities in the field behind where the Greenway boot fair is held.
5)
Overgrown hedges belonging to private properties blocking the footpath in Trottiscliffe Road – the Clerk to report.

c) Other matters:  
1)
 The Clerk had previously reported that one of the railway sleepers on the MR170 at East Street is rottern.  It was noted this has still not been replaced.
84/11
REPORTS OF MEETINGS:   
a) Village Hall – Cllr. Robinson advised that Members of the Village Hall Committee would be meeting on Friday 9 September 2011.
b) Recreation Ground – Nothing to report.

c) Parish Partnership Panel – No meeting has been held.  The next meeting will be on 8 September 2011.
85/11
PARISH PLAN:  
Cllr. Robinson had circulated a first draft of the Parish Plan prior to the meeting.  Members were asked to forward any comments or suggestions to Cllr. Robinson.  Members thanked Cllr. Robinson for all his hard work in preparing this first draft.
86/11
OPEN SPACES:  
1] The Clerk had circulated quotes prior to the meeting for alternative options of signage on the green to discourage un-authorised cars parking on the green.  Members discussed the fact that some people still continue to drive right across the green onto the main road.  It was therefore resolved to defer any decision on signs until the next meeting to allow time for Members to consider the alternatives for addressing these problems.  Members were asked to bring back suggestions to the next meeting.
87/11
CORRESPONDENCE:

a) For information:-
1] Joint Transportation Board – 19 September 2011

2] Area 2 Planning Committee – 14 September 2011

3] Parish Partnership Panel – 8 September 2011

b) On circulation: -

1] Community Enhancement Fund

2] Area 2 Planning Committee Meeting 3 August 2011 - Agenda

3] Rural News Issue 104


4] Oast to Coast Summer 2011


5] SLCC - Kent Branch Newsletter July 2011


6] The Bulletin – English Rural Housing Summer 2011


7] Parish Partnership Panel Meeting 8 September 2011 - Agenda


8] Clerk & Councils Direct – September 2011

9] LCR – Autumn 2011

c) New requiring attention:-
1] Consultation on KCC’s Countryside Access Improvement Plan – Members agreed that they would forward any comments to KCC directly.

2] Two new consultations on greens and green spaces - noted.
88/11
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:  
Cllr. Robinson advised Members that he would be attending a low carbon living seminar and would report back on this at the next meeting.
Cllr. Newby requested that some of the useful information he obtained at the KALC’s Councillor’s Conference is circulated to all Members.  The Clerk suggested and it was agreed that copies are added to the next correspondence for circulation file.

89/11
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT MEETING:  

Nothing new to add.
90/11
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING:   
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on the 5 October 2011 in the Pavilion at 20:00.
91/11
ANY CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS


There were none.
The meeting was closed at 10:39hrs.

Signed  …………………………………………………..Chairman  Date  ……………………………


